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While these events were passing at Poona, and,
indeed, during the remainder of the year 1815,
nothing of moment occurred at any of the courts
of Southern and Central India.    It was ascer-
tained, however, that confidential agents, men of
family and name amongst the Mahrattas, were
still intriguing at each Mahratta durbar, with
such  secrecy,  that  the  object of the intrigues
could only be gathered from suspicion and ru-
mour.   Bajee Rao occupied himself in incessant
endeavours to obtain, through Mr. Elphinstone,
the release of his captive favourite;  but all his
efforts directed to this end were of course una-
vailing.   In January 1816, the Governor-general
addressed a letter to his Highness, in such terms
as it was thought would be most effectual to
extinguish all hope that the British government
would ever consent either to release or give up
the custody of this eminent offender.